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A B O U T  T I M E  Student 
Handout How has the pace of innovation changed over human history? 

P A R T  O N E :  O R D E R  U P !  

1 Throughout history, humans have made significant advancements in how we communicate, how we travel, and how we fight. Cut out 
the milestones on the last page of the handout and rearrange them in chronological order. 

Within each category, which milestone do you think felt the most “revolutionary” at the time and why? 

2 Using string, tape, or some other material, create a number line to represent a timeline of human history. Then choose a category – 
communication, transportation, or warfare – and position the milestones as accurately as you can. (If it’s helpful, you can use negative 
numbers to represent “BCE” years, where -200,000 = 200,000 BCE.) 

What do you notice about how many years it took for humans to advance from one milestone to the next? Are you surprised by this?  
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P A R T  T W O :  S P R E A D  O U T  

3 The following diagrams show innovations in communication, transportation, and warfare. Calculate how many years it took for humans 
to advance between each innovation. (In the fourth diagram, choose a category – communication, transportation, or warfare – and 
pick your own three innovations. Try to pick ones which you think tell the most interesting story about how technology has advanced.) 
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4 Some people think new is the same as better, while others argue that technology is changing faster than humans can keep up. Watch 
the video about three innovations we might see in the future. What do you think about the pace of innovation, and what might be 
some consequences – both good and bad – for humanity? 
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